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MAIN POINTS:

Slavery dehumanizes by destroying the family unit by undermining family values of both slaves and slave owners.

     The practice of separating children from their mother, and hiring the latter out at distances too great to admit of their meeting, except at long intervals, is a marked feature of the cruelty and barbarity of the slave system.  But it is in harmony with the grand aim of slavery, which, always and everywhere, is to reduce man to a level with the brute.  It is a successful method of obliterating from the mind  and heart of the slave, all just ideas of the sacredness of the family, as an institution.

     …My poor mother, like many other slave-women, had many children, but NO FAMILY!

     Slavery has no use for fathers, as it does away with families.  Slavery has no use for either fathers or families, and its laws do not recognize their existence in the social arrangements of the plantation.

     He [the master] can be father without being a husband, and may sell his child without incurring reproach, if the child be by a woman in whose veins courses one thirty-second part of African blood.

     …[T]he fact remains, in all its odiousness, that, by the laws of slavery, children, in all cases, are reduced to the condition of their mothers.  This arrangement admits of the greatest license to brutal slaveholders, and their profligate sons, brothers, relations and friends, and gives to the pleasure of sin, the additional attraction of profit.

Education of slaves was dangerous to slave owners because it empowered slaves and could possibly lead to their freedom. 

     Mr. Auld promptly forbade continuance of her instruction; telling her, in the first place, that the thing itself was unlawful; that it was also unsafe, and could only lead to mischief.  (Douglass’ masters’ response to his wife teaching Douglass to read the Bible)

     …If you learn him now to read, he’ll want to know how to write; and, this accomplished, he’ll be running away with himself.

     It was a new and special revelation, dispelling a painful mystery, against which my youthful understanding had struggled, and struggled in vain, to wit:  the white man’s power to perpetuate the enslavement of the black man.  “Very well,” thought I; “knowledge unfits a child to be a slave.”  I instinctively assented to the proposition; and from that moment I understood the direct pathway from slavery to freedom… 


