Horatio Storer, The Origins of the Insanity in Women (1865)
1. Mental disease in women results from a disturbance in their reproductive system.

“That in women mental disease is often, perhaps generally, dependent upon the functional or organic disturbance of the reproductive system.”

2. These mental disorders coincide with women’s menstrual cycles.

“That in women…mental disease is usually coincident with the catamenial [menstrual] establishment.”

3. Therefore, focusing only on the disorder is like only treating the symptoms. The disease – the dysfunctional reproductive system – must be cured to ensure a healthy patient.

“…it is just as unscientific here, and generally as futile, to treat primarily the mental disturbance, which is usually a symptom only or a consequence…”

