Socialist Party Platform

(1932)

Main Points

1.The unbalanced nature of the capitalist system produces unemployment and poverty.


-Under capitalism the few own our industries.  The many do the work.  The wage earners and 
farmers are compelled to give a large part of the product of their labor to the few.  The many in 
the factories, mines, shops, offices, and on the farms obtain but a scanty income and are able to 
buy back only a part of the goods that can be produced in such abundance by our mass 
industries...

2. The Socialist Party believes that workers are exploited by a capitalist economy.


-The Socialist Party is to-day the one democratic party of the workers whose program would 
remove the causes of class struggles, class antagonisms, and social evils inherent in the 
capitalist system.  It proposes to transfer the principal industries of the country from private 
ownership...to social ownership and democratic control.

3. Socialist Party's propositions to benefit workers.


...The 6-hour day and the 5-day week without a reduction of wages...


...Health and maternity insurance.


...Improved systems of workmen's compensation and accident insurance.


...Adequate minimum wage laws...


...the rights of workers to organize into unions...

Main Points (continued)

4. Socialist Party's propositions to benefit the unemployed.


...A compulsory system of unemployment compensation with adequate benefits, based on 
contributions by the Government and by employers.


...Old-age pensions for men and women 60 years of age and over.

5. Socialist Party's propositions that benefit the rural community.


...Government aid to farmers and small-home owners to protect them against mortgage 
foreclosures and a moratorium on sales for nonpayment of taxes by destitute farmers and 
unemployed workers.


...Increased Federal and State subsidies to road building and educational and social services 
for rural communities...

6. Socialist Party's propositions to benefit African-Americans.


-The enforcement of constitutional guarantees of economic, political, and legal equality for the 
Negro.


-The enactment and enforcement of drastic antilynching laws.

Question:  How do the Socialist Party's propositions in 1932 compare with our system today?


