
History 454: The Culture and History of MexicoPRIVATE 
Instructor: Dr. Michael Perri



       

Office: 903-223-3194.
Office: 119





       

E-mail: michael.perri@tamut.edu

Course Description: This course aims to increase students’ understanding of Mexican culture and history. The course surveys the major political, cultural, economic, social, and intellectual developments of Mexico from Pre-Columbian times to the present, and examines how Mexicans today interpret and celebrate their rich and diverse heritage. The course also fulfills one of the requirements for the International Studies Minor. 

Objectives: Mexico borders Texas, and issues of immigration, trade and foreign relations with our southern neighbor profoundly affect the United States, and the Lone Star State in particular. Moreover, the richness of Mexican culture and history is of great interest to study for its own sake. In this course, students will learn to examine and analyze Mexican history and culture. In addition, students will be encouraged to think critically and to undertake projects that will enhance their writing skills. 
Required Text:  
· Michael C. Meyer, Susan M. Deeds, William L. Sherman, The Course of Mexican History, Eighth Edition.
· Handouts distributed by instructor.
Each student will be expected to carry out the following tasks:

1. Read the assigned materials.

2. Complete or participate in class assignments.

3. Take four examinations (100 points each) covering the lectures and reading materials.

Grades: 405-550 points, depending on the number of assignments.

90 - 100 = A, 80 - 89 = B, 70 -79 = C, 60 -69 = D, 59 or less = F

In accordance with departmental policy, grades will not be posted nor reported over the telephone or e-mail.

Examinations: 400 points (100 each)

Class assignments: 5-150 points

Examinations: Four examinations worth 100 points each. The examinations will be a mixture of multiple-choice questions, identification questions, short-answer questions and essay questions.

Makeup examinations: Students should make arrangements for missed examinations in advance of their absence or promptly thereafter. The deadline for arranging a makeup examination is the first class period following the scheduled examination day, although the examination may be taken later. Students who do not adhere to this deadline may receive a grade of “F” for the examination. Make-up examinations may consist entirely of essay questions. 


Tardiness for examinations: Any student who enters class after the first test-taker has left may be required to take a make-up examination.

Class assignments (5-150 points): The instructor designs assignments to encourage critical thinking, enhance class discussions and assist students’ performance on examinations. There will be a minimum of one and a maximum of twelve class assignments. The aggregate value of the assignments will be between a minimum of 5 points and a maximum of 100. The assignments will vary and will not all have the same value, although most will be worth either 10 or 20 points. They may consist of short essays, short written answers to specific questions, quizzes, or participation in group projects and presentations. The instructor will determine the number of assignments based on the pace and needs of the course. The number of assignments has been purposely left undetermined to provide the course an element of flexibility. Since students do not know when there will be an in-class assignment, assignments also serve the purpose of encouraging regular attendance. Missed in-class assignments cannot be made up. Late take-home assignments will be penalized the equivalent of one letter grade.
Course Reading: Students must carefully read the assigned readings before the class. For each hour in class, students are expected to spend 2-3 hours of study outside of class. Reading for a college course differs significantly from casual reading. Course materials should be read actively.

Active reading involves:

· taking note of major points

· writing down questions or concerns

· summarizing important paragraphs or sections.

Attendance Policy: Regular class attendance is important and expected. The instructor may request that the Office of Admissions drop from the class any student who misses more than 5 class sessions. If you must miss class, try to borrow notes from a reliable classmate. Absenteeism also should be avoided because it usually impairs students’ ability to do well on the examinations. If you must miss class, try to borrow notes from a reliable classmate. 

Dropping a Course: At the end of the semester, students who have not dropped the course must receive a grade.  In effect, faculty members are required to fail students who 1) have not completed the course work and 2) have not dropped the course.  Dropping the course prior to the deadline is the student's responsibility.  The last day to drop a course without receiving a grade is February 1 and the last day to drop or withdraw from Spring Term is April 27.
A&M-Texarkana catalogue regarding dropping a course:

Students who wish to drop a course (s) but remain enrolled in at least one course are required to contact the Office of Admissions to complete the official drop slip.  No grade will be assigned if the course is dropped officially before the end of the first twelve days of a regular semester or before the end of the fourth day of a summer session.  Between these specified dates and the "last day to drop or withdraw" as listed in the semester calendar, the instructor will assign a grade based on the student's status in the course on the official drop date.  A grade of DP (dropped passing) or DF (dropped failing) will be designated on the student's transcript.  When a grade of DF is assigned, an F will calculate in the student's grade point average.

Administrative Drop: An instructor may request that the Office of Admissions drop from class any student who has missed enough class time to prevent successful completion of the course.  Upon such a request, the Admissions Office will notify the student that the drop request was made and will be executed within seven days if the request is not rescinded by the instructor prior to that date.  The student who receives this letter should contact the instructor immediately.
Office hours: My office hours are 9:00-11:00 a.m. Monday-Thursday and 12:15-1:00 Tuesday-Thursday. Other times can be arranged. To arrange an appointment, talk to me immediately after class, or reach me by telephone or e-mail. E-mail: mperri@tamut.edu. Office phone: 903-223-3194. 
Disability Accommodations: Students with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations through the A&M-Texarkana Disability Services Office by calling 903-223-3062.

Academic honesty: Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course.  Cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research data, plagiarism, and undocumented use of materials from any source constitute academic dishonesty and may be grounds for a grade of ‘F’ in the course and/or disciplinary actions.  For additional information, see the university catalog. Students can avoid plagiarism by citing their sources properly.  If there is any uncertainty in how to document a source, the student should reference Watkins and Dillingham's Practical English Handbook, or a variety of reference websites addressing how to cite sources.  Some helpful websites are as follows: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html

http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite7.html

http://www.mrs.umn.edu/library/citing.php

http://www.lib.ohio-state.edu/guides/chicagogd.html 

http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/cite/works_cited.htm
Opportunities for Enriched Study

Students have the option of contracting enriched-study projects.   The purpose of this option is to enrich the learning experience by enabling students to study areas in Mexican history that are of particular interest to them.   Enriched-study projects also provide students with a means to improve their course grade.   Most projects will probably improve a student’s course grade, although there is no guarantee of this.   The projects will be evaluated, and a low grade will yield minimal benefit.   Moreover, if a student fails to submit a contracted project, the instructor will subtract one-tenth the value of one examination from the student’s total score for the course.  

The number of points contracted through enriched-study projects will correspondingly increase the total possible points for the course.  For example, the final grade of a student who contracts to complete a project worth 100 points will be calculated from a possible total of 500 points.  (90% of 500 = 450; 90% of 400 = 360.)  


The evaluation of projects is by its nature subjective.  The following are tentative criteria that are intended to be general guides to evaluation.  Student initiative in working with the instructor will improve the process of evaluation.  The student should seek guidance and evaluations from the instructor throughout the semester.  The student should also keep written records of the teacher’s suggestions and the student’s responses to those suggestions.  The student should not wait until the due-date, submit the project, and then be surprised by a lower grade than anticipated.  The instructor will help the student to do her or his best work.  The instructor will evaluate the work fairly to the best of his ability.

The deadline to submit a project for approval is February 11.

1. In-depth Analysis of an Excerpt (50 points).   With the instructor’s assistance and approval, a student may contract to write an in-depth analysis of an excerpt apart from the document assigned to the student.  The analysis should briefly review the excerpt’s content, place the excerpt in historical context and draw some general conclusions.  The written analysis should be 2-5 pages in length, and will be evaluated on the quality of the analysis and the writing.   Students may contract up to two Analysis-of-Excerpt projects.   Each project is worth up to 50 points.  Students are encouraged to contract Analysis-of-Excerpt projects within the first month of the semester.

2. Book Project (100 points).   With the instructor’s assistance and approval, a student may contract to read one or more scholarly books concerning Mexican history.   The student has the option of writing an essay or a critique on the approved book.   Students who write an essay will meet with the instructor when the book is approved to discuss the topic.   The student will write the essay in the testing center.   A student who chooses to write a critique should obtain a guide from the instructor.   The instructor will evaluate the essay or critique on the quality of the analysis, the quality of the writing, and adherence to guidelines.   

3. Research Project (200 points).   With the instructor’s assistance and approval, a student may contract to write a research paper.   The instructor will provide a research guide and work closely with the student on a tutorial basis.   The student must submit an outline and rough draft of the paper before the class period following the second exam.   The paper will be evaluated on the quality of the research and analysis, the quality of the writing, and adherence to the guidelines.

Tentative Class Schedule

January 19: Introduction and the Olmecs.
January 21: Chapter I. Pre-Columbian Mexico
January 26: Chapter I. Pre-Columbian Mexico

January 28: Chapter II. Colliding Worlds 
February 2: Chapter II. Colliding Worlds

February 4: Chapter III. The Colony of New Spain
February 9: Chapter III. The Colony of New Spain
February 16: Chapter III. The Colony of New Spain
February 18: Examination 1
February 23: Chapter IV. Reform and Reaction: The Move to Independence

February 25: Chapter IV. Reform and Reaction: The Move to Independence
March 2: Chapter V: The Trials of Nationhood, 1824-55
March 4: Chapter V: The Trials of Nationhood, 1824-55
March 9: Chapter V: The Trials of Nationhood, 1824-55
March 11: Examination 2
March 16: Spring Break

March 18: Spring Break

March 23: Chapter VI. Liberals and Conservatives Search for Something Better, 1855-76
March 25: Chapter VI. Liberals and Conservatives Search for Something Better, 1855-76
March 30: Chapter VII. The Modernization of Mexico, 1876-1910
April 1: Chapter VII. The Modernization of Mexico, 1876-1910
April 6: Chapter VIII. The Revolution: The Military Phase, 1910-20
April 8: Chapter VIII. The Revolution: The Military Phase, 1910-20
April 13: Chapter VIII. The Revolution: The Military Phase, 1910-20
April 15: Examination 3
April 20: Chapter IX. The Revolution: Constructive Phase, 1920-40
April 22: Chapter IX. The Revolution: Constructive Phase, 1920-40
April 27: Chapter X: The Revolution Shifts Gears or Runs out of Gas: Mexico since 1940
April 39: Chapter X: The Revolution Shifts Gears or Runs out of Gas: Mexico since 1940
May 4: Chapter X: The Revolution Shifts Gears or Runs out of Gas: Mexico since 1940
May 6: Discussion: Mexico Today.  Review.
May 11: FINAL EXAMINATION. The examination will have some cumulative essays questions.
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