
History 451PRIVATE 
: Modern Latin America

Instructor: Dr. Michael Perri



       
Phone: 903-223-3194. 
Office 119





       
E-mail: michael.perri@tamut.edu

Course Description: The political commentator and New York Times columnist James Reston once wrote, “The U.S. will do anything for Latin America, except read about it.”  This course seeks to rectify this inadequacy by studying the major historical developments of Latin America since the beginning of the nineteenth century.  The overall goal of this course is to provide students with a general history of Latin America.

Objectives: This course seeks to further the student’s understanding of important events and issues in modern Latin American history.  In addition, students will be encouraged to think critically and to undertake projects that will enhance their reading and writing skills.

Texts: 
Thomas E. Skidmore and Peter H. Smith, Modern Latin America


Handouts provided by the instructor.

Each student will be expected to carry out the following tasks:

1. Read the assigned materials.

2. Take three examinations (100 points each) covering the lectures and reading materials.

3. Complete or participate in class assignments.

Grades:  460-600 points; 90 - 100 = A, 80 - 89 = B, 70 -79 = C, 60 -69 = D, 59 or less = F

In accordance with departmental policy, grades will not be posted nor reported over the telephone or e-mail.

Class assignments: 60-200 points

Examinations: For examinations worth a total of 400 points (100 each)
Examinations (300 points): 

Four examinations worth 100 points each.  The examinations will be a mixture of multiple-choice questions, identification questions, short-answer questions and essay questions.  The examinations may also have a take-home component.

Makeup examinations: Students should make arrangements for missed examinations in advance of their absence or promptly thereafter.  The deadline for arranging a makeup examination is the first class period following the scheduled examination day, although the examination may be taken later.  Students who do not adhere to this deadline may receive a grade of “F” for the examination.  Make-up examinations may consist of essay questions.  

Tardiness for examinations: Any student who enters class after the first test-taker has left may be required to take a make-up examination.

Class assignments (60-200 points): 

The instructor designs assignments to encourage critical thinking, enhance class discussions and assist students’ performance on examinations.  There will be a minimum of five and a maximum of twenty class assignments.  The aggregate value of the assignments will be between a minimum of 60 points and a maximum of 200.  The assignments will vary and will not all have the same value, although most will be worth either 10 or 20 points.  They may consist of short essays, short written answers to specific questions, quizzes, or participation in group projects
 and presentations. The instructor will determine the number of assignments based on the pace and needs of the course.  The number of assignments has been purposely left undetermined to provide the course an element of flexibility.  Since students do not know when there will be an in-class assignment, assignments also serve the purpose of encouraging regular attendance.  Missed in-class assignments cannot be made up.  Late take-home assignments will be penalized the equivalent of one letter grade.  

Reading Chapters of the Textbook:  Students should carefully read and analyze the assigned chapters before the class session for which the chapter is assigned. For each hour in class, students are expected to spend 2-3 hours of study outside of class, and students need to read the assigned materials judiciously if they wish to do well in the course. Reading the materials for a college course differs significantly from the casual reading of a novel, magazine or newspaper. Course materials should be read actively. 

Active reading involves:

· taking note of major points

· writing down questions or concerns

· summarizing important paragraphs or sections. 

One strategy of active reading is to ask and attempt to answer why the author wrote each paragraph? In other words, what points did the author most want to convey? Determining the purpose of each paragraph often helps the reader to follow and understand better the author’s logic.

Office hours: Mondays, 11:00-12:30 & 2:30-5:00; Tuesdays 11:00-12:00; Wednesdays, 11:00-12:30 & 2:30-5:00; Thursdays 11:00-12:00. Other times can be arranged. To arrange an appointment, see me in class, or reach me by telephone or e-mail.

Attendance Policy: Regular class attendance is expected. The instructor will request that the Office of Admissions drop from the class any student who misses more than 3 class sessions. If you must miss class, try to borrow notes from a reliable classmate.

Dropping a Course: At the end of the semester, students who have not dropped the course must receive a grade.  In effect, faculty members are required to fail students who 1) have not completed the course work and 2) have not dropped the course.  Dropping the course prior to the deadline is the student's responsibility. 

A&M-Texarkana catalogue regarding dropping a course: Students who wish to drop a course (s) but remain enrolled in at least one course are required to contact the Office of Admissions to complete the official drop slip.  No grade will be assigned if the course is dropped officially before the end of the first twelve days of a regular semester or before the end of the fourth day of a summer session.  Between these specified dates and the "last day to drop or withdraw" as listed in the semester calendar, the instructor will assign a grade based on the student's status in the course on the official drop date.  A grade of DP (dropped passing) or DF (dropped failing) will be designated on the student's transcript.  When a grade of DF is assigned, an F will calculate in the student's grade point average.

Administrative Drop: An instructor may request that the Office of Admissions drop from class any student who has missed enough class time to prevent successful completion of the course.  Upon such a request, the Admissions Office will notify the student that the drop request was made and will be executed within seven days if the request is not rescinded by the instructor prior to that date.  The student who receives this letter should contact the instructor immediately.

Academic honesty: Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course.  Cheating on examinations, unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research data, plagiarism, and undocumented use of materials from any source constitute academic dishonesty and may be grounds for a grade of ‘F’ in the course and/or disciplinary actions.  For additional information, see the university catalog.  Students can avoid plagiarism by citing their sources properly.  If there is any uncertainty in how to document a source, the student should reference Watkins and Dillingham's Practical English Handbook, or a variety of reference websites addressing how to cite sources.  Some helpful websites are as follows: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocChicago.html
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite7.html
http://www.mrs.umn.edu/library/citing.php
http://www.lib.ohio-state.edu/guides/chicagogd.html 

http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/cite/works_cited.htm
Accommodations for the disabled: Students with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations through the A&M-Texarkana Disability Services Offices by contacting Carl Greig, Aikin Room 219A or by calling 903.223.3062.

Opportunities for Enriched Study

Students have the option of contracting enriched-study projects.  The purpose of this option is to enrich the learning experience by enabling students to study areas in modern Latin American history that are of particular interest to them.  Enriched-study projects also provide students with a means to improve their course grade.  Most projects will probably improve a student’s course grade, although there is no guarantee of this.  The projects will be evaluated, and a low grade will yield minimal benefit.  Moreover, if a student fails to submit a contracted project, the instructor will subtract one-tenth the value of one examination from the student’s total score for the course. 

The number of points contracted through enriched-study projects will correspondingly increase the total possible points for the course. For example, if the aggregate total of points for the course is 400, the final grade of a student who contracts to complete a project worth 100 points will be calculated from a possible total of 500 points. (90% of 500 = 450; 90% of 400 = 360.)  


The evaluation of projects is by its nature subjective. The following are tentative criteria that are intended to be general guides to evaluation. Student initiative in working with the instructor will improve the process of evaluation. The student should seek guidance and evaluations from the instructor throughout the semester. The student should also keep written records of the teacher’s suggestions and the student’s responses to those suggestions. The student should not wait until the due-date, submit the project, and then be surprised by a lower grade than anticipated. The instructor will help the student to do her or his best work. The instructor will evaluate the work fairly to the best of his ability.

The deadline to submit a project for approval is February 12.

1. Analysis of Excerpt (50 points).  With the instructor’s assistance and approval, a student may contract to write an analysis of an excerpt from John Charles Chasteen and Joheph S. Tulchin’s Problems in Latin American History: A Reader (on reserve at the Moss Library).  The analysis should briefly review the excerpt’s content, place the excerpt in historical context and draw some general conclusions.  The written analysis should be 2-5 pages in length, and will be evaluated on the quality of the analysis and the writing.  Students may contract up to two Analysis-of-Excerpt projects.  Each project is worth up to 50 points.  Students are encouraged to contract Analysis-of-Excerpt projects within the first week of the semester.

2. Book Project (100 points).  With the instructor’s assistance and approval, a student may contract to read one or more scholarly books concerning Latin America.  The student has the option of writing an essay or a critique on the approved book.  Students who write an essay will meet with the instructor when the book is approved to discuss the topic.  The student will write the essay in the testing center.  A student who chooses to write a critique should obtain a guide from the instructor.  The instructor will evaluate the essay or critique on the quality of the analysis, the quality of the writing, and adherence to guidelines.  

3. Research Project (200 points).  With the instructor’s assistance and approval, a student may contract to write a research paper.  The instructor will provide a research guide and work closely with the student on a tutorial basis.  The student must submit an outline and rough draft of the paper before the class period following the second exam.  The paper will be evaluated on the quality of the research and analysis, the quality of the writing, and adherence to the guidelines.

Tentative Class Schedule

January 20: Prologue. Why Latin America? Chapter 1: The Colonial Foundations, 1492-1600
January 22: Chapter 1: The Colonial Foundations, 1492-1600
January 27: Chapter 1: The Colonial Foundations, 1492-1600 and Chapter 2: The Transformation of Modern Latin America, 1880s-2000s

January 29: Chapter 2: The Transformation of Modern Latin America, 1880s-2000s
February 3: Chapter 2: The Transformation of Modern Latin America, 1880s-2000s
February 5: Chapter 3: Argentina: Prosperity, Deadlock, and Change

February 10: Chapter 3: Argentina: Prosperity, Deadlock, and Change
February 12: Chapter 3: Argentina: Prosperity, Deadlock, and Change
February 17: Chapter 3: Argentina: Prosperity, Deadlock, and Change
February 19: Chapter 3: Argentina: Prosperity, Deadlock, and Change
February 19-23: Examination 1

February 24: Chapter 5: Brazil: Development for Whom?
February 26: Chapter 5: Brazil: Development for Whom?
March 3: Chapter 5: Brazil: Development for Whom?
March 5: Chapter 5: Brazil: Development for Whom?
March 10: Chapter 5: Brazil: Development for Whom?
March 12: Chapter 5: Brazil: Development for Whom?
March 12-13: Examination 2
March 17-19: Spring Break
March 24: Chapter 8: Mexico: The Taming of a Revolution
March 26: Chapter 8: Mexico: The Taming of a Revolution
March 31: Chapter 8: Mexico: The Taming of a Revolution
April 2: Chapter 8: Mexico: The Taming of a Revolution
April 7: Chapter 8: Mexico: The Taming of a Revolution (Possible conference day)
April 9: Chapter 8: Mexico: The Taming of a Revolution (Possible conference day)
April 14: Examination 3
April 16: Chapter 9: Cuba: Late Colony, First Socialist State
April 21: Chapter 9: Cuba: Late Colony, First Socialist State
April 23: Chapter 9: Cuba: Late Colony, First Socialist State

April 28: Chapter 11: Central America: Colonialism, Dictatorship and Revolution
April 30: Chapter 11: Central America: Colonialism, Dictatorship and Revolution
May 5: Chapter 11: Central America: Colonialism, Dictatorship and Revolution
May 7: Final Examination






� In assignments that involve participation in group projects, all students in the groups who participate will be given a common group grade.  Those who are absent during in-class group assignments will not receive any grade points.  The instructor will grade all of the other assignments listed based on the individual student’s performance.  The instructor will announce the number of possible points for each assignment upon the assignment’s announcement.
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