
 

 

 

1 

 

SYLLABUS for GOVT 2301.00 1, Spring 2013 
Mondays and Wednesdays 0930-1045, UC 210 

 

Professor W. T. Casey, Ph.D.     
Nota Bene: all terms and conditions of this syllabus are tentative and subject to change. 

 

I. Course Number: 80350 II. Course Title: American Government I: Federal & Texas Constitutions 
 

 
III. Semester Credit Hours: 3 credit hours--a required course for any accredited degree. 
 
IV. Course Description- This course and Government 2302 comprise an introduction to the study of politics and 
government in the United States and Texas.  This course examines the development and application of U.S. and Texas 
constitutional governments from origins in political theory, to developments in federalism, civil liberties and civil rights, 
institutions of government, and policy-making. 
 
V. Prerequisites- None, but a wide reading knowledge of basic political philosophy is helpful. This course is reading 
intensive, with essay-style examinations of student prowess. Therefore, students must have competency in written and spoken 
English. 
 
VI. Required Textbooks/Resources- There are two textbooks required for this course: 
 
A. Nathanson, 2001. Should We Consent to be Governed? 2nd edition. Cengage Learning. ISBN:9780534574161 
 
B. Ginsberg, Lowi, and Weir, 2011. We the People: Texas 8th edition,  W. W. Norton. ISBN:9780393935257 (hereafter GLW) 

 
VII. Other assigned materiel - From time to time, I will assign additional reading, these materiél and any discussion are 
always testable. You can learn a great deal about both the U.S. government and Texas government merely by digesting the 
news.  I *highly* recommend reading the NY Times, Washington Post, Guardian (UK), L.A. Times, Wall Street Journal, or the 
Houston Chronicle.  All of these have free online editions. Doing well in this course partially entails keeping up on the news. 

 
VIII. Student Learner Outcomes- Upon successfully completing this course students will be able to:  
 
A. Analyze the tools of analysis, measurement, and research used in developing the scientific study of politics by earning at 

least 70% on all examinations.  
 
B. Analyze the effects of foundational political philosophies upon the U.S. Constitution’s construction by earning at least 70% 

on all examinations.  
 
C. Analyze the long-term trends in U.S. and Texas constitutional understanding and application by earning at least 70% on all 

examinations. 

 
IX. Faculty Office Location: UC 224, phone x-6664, wcasey@tamut.edu. Office Hours – TBA.  
 
X. Course Outline by Topic-  
 
Theories of Government and Democracy   Federalisms    The Law as Policy: The Economy 

Constitutions     Legislating: Writing the Law   The Law as Policy: The General Welfare 

The Bill of Rights     Executing: Carrying out the Law   The Law as Policy: The Common Defense 
Rights and Liberties    Adjudicating: Interpreting the Law  What’s the matter with Texas? 
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XI. Course Requirements- You are expected to take your own notes in class. I do not provide notes for those who do not 
take college seriously.  
 

A. Tardies: Class is scheduled to begin at 0930, thus, I will begin class at that time. There is not much leeway allowed due to 
the amount of material being covered. You are adults, you signed up for this class at this time. If you know you will be late, 
please do your classmates the courtesy of not entering the room. Tardiness will be penalised. 

 
B. Leaving Early: Due to the amount of material being covered, leaving before class is complete will hurt your interactive 

note-taking. Moreover, doing so is an unnecessary breach of etiquette and a distraction to your colleagues. If you must 
leave early, inform me before class, or else your leaving will be treated just like a tardy and your grade will be penalised. 

 
XII. Methods of Evaluation: Examinations and Assignments – 
 
A. WRITING 
1. You will craft, edit, proofread, and turn in four (4) three-page position essays (topics to be assigned, detailed handout to be 
distributed), due in weeks 4, 7, 10, and 13. These are worth 10 % each, for 40% of your grade.  
2. You will research, craft, edit, proofread, produce multiple drafts, and turn in a ten-page Research Paper (topics to be 
assigned; detailed handout to be distributed) due in week 15. This is worth 20% of your grade. 
 
B. OBJECTIVE EXAMINATIONS 
1. There will be an in-class Mid-Semester Examination in Week 8. It is worth 15% of your grade. 
2. There will be an in-class Final Examination. It is worth 25% of your grade. 
 
You will need your own supplies of working black or blue pens. 
 
C. Exams will occur on regular class days. If you are involved in an official campus activity, I expect you to turn in essays or 
take exams early. All assigned book chapters, as well as any and all material discussed or assigned in class, are all sources 
eligible for all examinations. 
 
D. MAKE-UPS: must be arranged with me prior to the scheduled date, no exemptions. All make-ups are solely at my discretion. 

 
E. There will be Extra Credit available, a handout explaining such accompanies later. It will only be granted to those individuals 
who have passed each component of the course with a “C-“ grade (70%) or higher. A maximum of five (5) percent of your final 
grade may come from Extra Credit. A detailed explanation of Extra Credit will be made available on my web-page. 
 
You will earn grades based upon your performance; the standard 100-point scale, conformed to Letter grades. I DO NOT 
CURVE GRADES- it only rewards the lurdane and punishes the diligent. 
 

+ - - -
 

XIII. Classroom Issues- 
 

A. Student Participation:  
 

The views of the instructor are not dogma, and are open to question and discussion. Please feel free to disagree, but be 
prepared to logically and empirically back up your argument, and remember the basic courtesies when disagreeing with 
others in the room- Speak clearly, concisely, and do not engage in shouting matches.  
 

B.  Course Etiquette:  
1. Personal Conduct  
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a. TAMUT has rules and regulations for the orderly and efficient conduct of business. It is student’s responsibility to know 
the rules and regulations which govern student conduct and activities. General information on this may be found in the 
catalog, which is provided to all registered students each academic year. 

b. TAMUT administers student discipline within the procedures of recognized and established due process. Please consult 
your catalog, under “Student Code of conduct”. 

c. We are all at least legally adults, adult behaviour is thus expected. Inappropriate behavior will be handled through 
University Police and will result in a grade of F. 

 
2. Personal Possessions 
 
a. Turn off your cell-phones- if they ring I will deduct points from your final average.  
b. No hats permitted to be worn while in the classroom, nor headphones. 
c. I do not care if you eat or drink; simply do so quietly and unobtrusively. 
d. No Laptops or electronic recording devices.  
 
I reserve the right to have you removed from the classroom if this becomes a persistent problem and your grade will be 
penalised. In other words: I fully expect you to behave as if you are mature, reasonable, sane people. 
 

C. Attendance: 
1. TAMUT requires "Regular and Punctual attendance". I do not grade attendance, but my experience is that those who do not 
come to class earn D’s and F’s. Come if you are serious about college. 
2. Verification of Enrollment: The State of Texas requires that all persons residing in the state carry an identification card, and: 
a) have on their person this card, and b) be ready to surrender it for examination to any duly constituted authority. 
 
For our purposes, this means I may ask for your I.D. when you turn in an examination. Not having one on you means I will not 
grade that work until I see an ID. This is not meant to belittle or insult you, but with as many students as there are just in my 
sections, getting to know all by sight is very difficult. 

 
D. WITHDRAWING FROM THIS COURSE 
 

1. If you decide that you must drop the course, it is your responsibility to fill out the appropriate. Withdrawal from the course 
after the official day of record will result in a final grade of “W” on the student transcript and no credit will be awarded. I do 
not automatically drop students - do your own paperwork. 

2. If you stop attending and don’t fill out the drop form, you’ll receive an "F" in the course. 
 
XIV. Disability Accommodations- Students with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations through the A&M-
Texarkana Disability Services Office by calling 903-223-3062. 

 
XV. Academic Integrity and Scholastic Dishonesty –In becoming a part of the academic community, TAMUT students 
are responsible for honesty and independent effort. The faculty expects from its students a high level of responsibility and 
academic honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of the work done by the 
student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor in scholastic work. 
Failure to uphold these standards includes, but is not limited to, the following: cheating, plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying 
academic records.  
 
 A. Some Definitions: 
 
1. Cheating includes looking at or copying from another student's exam, orally communicating or receiving answers during 

an exam, having another person take an exam or complete a project or assignment, using unauthorized notes, texts, or 
other materials for an exam, and obtaining or distributing an unauthorized copy of an exam or any part of an exam. 

2. Plagiarism means passing off as his/her own the ideas or writings of another (that is, without giving proper credit by 
documenting sources). Plagiarism includes submitting a paper, report or project that someone else has prepared, in whole 
or in part. 
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3. Collusion is inappropriately collaborating on assignments- such as exams and tests- designed to be completed 
independently.  

4. These definitions are not exhaustive. 
 
B. With instructor permission only, magnetic tape audio recording devices may be used during lectures only for the purpose of 
helping students take notes. The use of such devices for any other purpose may result in loss of device use for remainder of 
semester, system charges of academic dishonesty, and administrative drop from the course. No other electronic devices will be 
allowed during class without specific written instructor approval.  
 
C. All lectures are copyrighted material and may not be videotaped, recorded, or disseminated without the express written 
consent of the instructor. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
XVII. E-MAIL- Upon application to Texas A&M University-Texarkana a student will be assigned an A&M-Texarkana email 
account (Acemail).  This email account will be used to deliver official university correspondence.  Each individual is 
responsible for information sent and received via the university email account and is expected to check the official A&M-
Texarkana email account on a frequent and consistent basis.    

 

 
XVI. Course Schedule and Required (readings must be done prior to class)-  
 

WEEK TOPIC READING ASSIGNMENTS Graded Work Due 

 
Week 1 Introduction, Foundations   Required: Nathanson 1-3,  and Political Philosophy Basics,   (THIS IS THE HEAVIEST READING WEEK) 

http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Political-Philosophy-Basics.pdf ,  

 

Week 2 Theories of Government  Required: Nathanson 4-7 

 

Week 3 Constitutions   Required: GLW 2, 20, A1-A13          

 

Week 4 Federalisms   Required: GLW 3, A14-A24 

 

Week 5 The Bill of Rights   Required: GLW 5 

 

Week 6 Rights and Liberties        

Suggested Reading: Reforming the Texas Constitution, http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-

papers/Texas%20Constitution.pdf  

 

Week 7 Legislatures   Required: GLW 12, 23 

 

Week 8 Executives    Required: GLW 13, 24 

 

Week 9 Judiciaries   Required: GLW 15, 25 

Suggested Reading: Judiciary Roadmaps, http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Judiciary-roadmaps.pdf  

 

“ ”

§

http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Political-Philosophy-Basics.pdf
http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Texas%20Constitution.pdf
http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Texas%20Constitution.pdf
http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Judiciary-roadmaps.pdf
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Week 10 Bureaucracies    Required: GLW 14 and Economic Theories 

http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Economic%20Theory.pdf      

 

Week 11 Policy Making, Policy Analysis       

 

Week 12 Economic Policy   Required: GLW 16  

Suggested Reading: Corporate Tax Dodgers, http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-

papers/CorporateTaxDodgersReport.pdf 

 

Week 13 Social Policy     Required: GLW 17, 27     

 

Week 14 Foreign Policy    Required: GLW 18 

 

Week 15 Local Gummint   Required: GLW 26 

 

 

 

 

SOME OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 

 

First class day of Fall Term         

Labour Day - no class meetings held, university closed    

Last day to drop a course without receiving a grade     

Thanksgiving Holidays - no class meetings held, university closed   

Last day to drop or withdraw from Fall Term      

Last class meeting day        

Final Grades due for graduating students       

Final grades due for all students         

 
-------�------�------�------�-------�------�--- - - - detach here - - - - --�------�------�------�------�-----�------- 

 
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY AT TEXARKANA 

contrat d’etude 

 

Name: (Print)____________________________________Student I.D._____________________________ 
 

By my signature affixed, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and will comply with all terms and conditions of this syllabus, 

including but not limited to ‘withdrawing’, ‘conduct’, and ‘scholastic honesty’, and that the explanations of the syllabus offered by the 

Professor were sufficient for comprehension of the syllabus: 

 

_____________________________________________________, _____________________ 
(Name)                                                                                          (Date)   (revised 31 December 2012) 

http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/Economic%20Theory.pdf
http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/CorporateTaxDodgersReport.pdf
http://www.tamut.edu/faculty%20web%20pages/walter%20casey/DOCUMENTS/CV-and-papers/CorporateTaxDodgersReport.pdf

