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SYLLABUS for PSCI 350.001:  
Introduction to International Relations 
Professor W. T. Casey, Ph.D.  UC 224  x-6664  wcasey@tamut.edu 

Mondays 1300-1545 in UC TBA 

 

Nota bene: I reserve the right to amend or append this syllabus as may be necessary and proper.

  

Effective Date: Spring 2013 I. Course Number: 20127  II. 3 Semester Credit Hours 

 

III. Course Description- This course is meant to acquaint students with the core concepts, processes, and issues of 

international relations. The first portion of the course explores essential concepts: the actors in international 

relations, how foreign policy is made, and the role of power. The remaining sections of the course examine 

contemporary and future problems in the international system, including armed conflict, economics, demography, 

and the environment. It should be noted that this is not a course in current events, although some reference will be 

made to current events in discussing the theories and topics covered in the course.  

 
Prerequisites: None. GOVT 2305 and 2306 are helpful, as well as ENGL 1301, 1302, GEOG 1303 and GEOG 413. This 

course is reading and writing intensive. Therefore, students must have college-level competency in written and 

spoken English. 

 

IV. Required Textbooks/Resources:  

 

 Jackson and Sorenson, Introduction to International Relations: Theories and Approaches. ISBN 199285438 

(Hereafter ‚JS‛) 

 Manus Midlarsky, The Evolution of Inequality: War, State, Survival and Democracy in a Comparative Perspective  

ISBN 804741700   (Hereafter ‚MM‛) 

 

 Optional: Students are also encouraged to invest in a decent world atlas (available at any bookstore) to help get a better 

sense of where events are happening. 

 Other assigned materiel - From time to time, I will assign or provide additional reading to supplement the learning 
process. These materiél and any discussion are always testable.  

 You can learn a great deal about the world merely by digesting the news.  I *highly* recommend reading the NY Times, 

Washington Post, Guardian (UK), L.A. Times, Wall Street Journal, Le Monde, Der Spiegel, Al Jazeera, Japan Times, Pravda, 

or the Houston Chronicle.  All of these have free online editions. Every class will test your knowledge of current events 

(i.e. have you been keeping up on the news). 

 

V. Student Learner Outcomes: By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

 

1. acquire an appreciation and knowledge of the complexity and interdependence of the international arena, 

2. develop theoretical perspectives and master scientific tools to analyse international relations, 
3. understand current international developments, and 

4. demonstrate mastery of the subject matter through developed writing and presentation skills. 

 

VI. Course Outline Major topics 

 

  1. The nature of Science, Theory, and Political Science  2. The State and Authority 

3. The nature of the study of International Relations  4. History of International Relations 

5. International Relations Theories    6. Realpolitik, Power, and Negotiation 

7. Conflict and Cooperation    8. Terrorism  

9. International Political Economy    10.  Trade    
11. Methodologies of International Relations   12. Modern International Relations  

 

VII. Course Requirements: I do not take attendance as part of your grade (see course conduct, below), but tardies are 
unforgivable. You will be expected to do a significant amount of writing, not only for assignments, but as well as in 

taking notes.  Class participation in discussion is mandatory. 
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VIII. Methods of Evaluation: You will be evaluated upon the following- the assigned readings, participation, and 

examinations of how well you have processed the material and lectures. This will be done in the following manner: 

 

Evaluating the READINGS 

Each week you will submit three questions via e-mail over that weeks readings and/or the previous weeks lectures. Details will 

be explained in class. You will need to submit at least 10 sets, worth 1% each. 

 

Evaluating your WRITING 

You will research, craft, edit, proofread, produce multiple drafts, and turn in a Research Paper (topics to be assigned; detailed 

handout to be distributed) due in week 15. This is worth 20% of your grade. 

 

OBJECTIVE EXAMINATIONS 

There will be an in-class Mid-Semester Examination in Week 8. It is worth 20% of your grade. 

There will be an in-class Final Examination. It is worth 20% of your grade. 

 

GROUP PROJECT 

The class will be divided into two. Each side will take on the role of one of the parties to an international dispute. The 

individual parties will determine their strategies according to internal rules, and the two parties will meet at least four times 

face-to-face to argue their positions briefly. All meetings will be determined by the parties. There will be a final presentation 

of arguments before an International Adjudicator (me) in class week 15. Detailed requirements will be forthcoming in week 3. 

 

EXTRA CREDIT 

-will only be granted to those individuals who have passed each component of the course with a ‚C-‚ grade (70%) or higher. A 

maximum of five (5) percent of your final grade may come from Extra Credit. A detailed explanation of Extra Credit will be 

made available on my web-page. 

IX. Grading Scale: You will be assigned grades based upon your performance in your assignments. The pre-class 

assignments are worth 13%, the paper is worth 15%, the MIO assignment worth 17%, and the Mid-Semester and Final 
Examination worth 25% each. Participation makes up the remainder (5%).  There will be Extra Credit available, a 

handout explaining such accompanies later. 

 

You will be graded on the standard 100-point scale, conformed to Letter grades. I DO NOT CURVE GRADES. 

 

Grading Scale:  90+ = A 80-89 = B 70-79 = C 60-69 = D Below 60 = F 

 
“ You will earn grades based upon your performance. Extra Credit opportunities will not be extended to any student who has 

not completed all work, and any extra credit will not account for more than five percent of your total grade. 

 

X. I am Located in UC 224. Office Hours : TBD and by appointment. I may also be contacted via email. 

 

NOTE: Upon application to Texas A&M University-Texarkana an individual will be assigned an A&M-Texarkana email account. 
 This email account will be used to deliver official university correspondence.  Each individual is responsible for information 

sent and received via the university email account and is expected to check the official A&M-Texarkana email account on a 

frequent and consistent basis.   Faculty and students are required to utilize the university email account when communicating 

about coursework. 

 

XI. Detailed Course Schedule and assigned readings:  

Monday, Jan. 21: NO CLASS (Martin Luther King Jr. Day) 

 

Week 1 Jan 28 What is Science? What is Theory? What is Political Science? What is the State? What is Authority?  

 Assigned reading: Blackboard ‚ Week 1 Assignments‛.   

“ Discussion Points: This introductory session provides the framework in which Political Science operates. This is where we 

ask Why is this important? How do we explore this? 
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Week 2 Feb 4  General History of International Relations ” From Thucydides to Westphalia 

 Assigned reading: JS 1&2, MM 1&2 

 

Week 3 Feb 11 General History of International Relations ” From Westphalia to World War II    Discursus on Paper 

writing 

 Assigned reading: MM 3&4           Discursus on Group Project 

“ Discussion Points: This first section of the course will introduce students to IR (or more accurately "world politics") and 

explore some of the most important differences between domestic politics and IR. Before class, think carefully about what 

"international relations" is and how it differs from domestic politics. That is, how are relations between countries (or other 

actors) in IR different from events within a single country? 

 

Week 4 Feb 18 IR since World War II- Liberalism and Realism     Assigned reading: JS 3&4 

 

Week 5 Feb 25      Neo-Liberalism , Neo-Realism, Marxism, and other Theories  Discursus on Paper Topics 

 Assigned reading: JS 5&6, MM 5-7 

 

“ Discussion Points: This topic will address the ways that IR scholars approach and study the field. This will include the basic 

principles of the scientific approach, which is the approach used by nearly all reputable scholars in today's field of political 

science. We will also examine the central elements of political realism (or "realpolitik") and political liberalism (or "idealism"), 

the two most prominent theoretical perspectives employed in the study of international relations as well as several other 

perspectives that are starting to gain in popularity. Before class, students should think about which (if any) elements of 

international relations seem to fit best with each of these approaches, and which (if any) do not seem to fit either very well. 

 

Week 6 Mar 4 POWER and RealPolitik 

 Assigned readings:  

 http://www.auburnschools.org/ahs/rcummins/AP%20Euro/Assignment%20Calendar/14-

La%20Belle%20Epoque%20%26%20Age%20of%20Progress/16-ageofrealpolitik.pdf  

 http://www.polsci.ucsb.edu/faculty/rauchhaus/files/other/Rauchhaus--Realpolitik.pdf 

 http://staff.maxwell.syr.edu/cgerard/Fundamentals%20of%20Conflict%20Resolution/Reconciliation%20as%20Realpolitik

.pdf 

 http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/wopj.2007.24.3.8 

 

“ Discussion Points: This topic will examine the concept of power, which some have described as "the currency of world 

politics." We will define power, consider various ways it might be measured, and think about problems in measuring and 

using it. Students should try to think about which countries they think are the most powerful in the world, why they think this, 

and why these countries might not always be able to get their way despite being so powerful. We will then examine the 

structure of the international system, which is closely linked to the number of "major powers" or "great powers" and the 

relationships among them. Students should try to think about which type of international system structure is likely to be the 

safest or most stable -- unipolar (with one dominant power or group of powers), bipolar (with two dominant powers or 

groups), or multipolar (with three or more) -- and why. 

 

Week 7 Mar 11-16 SPRING BREAK 

 

Week 8 Mar18   MIDTERM 

 

Week 9 Mar 25  Making Foreign Policy     Assigned reading: JS 9 

 

“ Discussion Points: This section of the course will examine how foreign policy is made. Students should try to think about 

how the various non-state actors that we discussed earlier can influence the making of policy, as well as how foreign policy 

decisions translate into outcomes (who wins/loses, who gets what, and so on). Also, try to think about how the foreign policy 

http://www.auburnschools.org/ahs/rcummins/AP%20Euro/Assignment%20Calendar/14-La%20Belle%20Epoque%20%26%20Age%20of%20Progress/16-ageofrealpolitik.pdf
http://www.auburnschools.org/ahs/rcummins/AP%20Euro/Assignment%20Calendar/14-La%20Belle%20Epoque%20%26%20Age%20of%20Progress/16-ageofrealpolitik.pdf
http://www.polsci.ucsb.edu/faculty/rauchhaus/files/other/Rauchhaus--Realpolitik.pdf
http://staff.maxwell.syr.edu/cgerard/Fundamentals%20of%20Conflict%20Resolution/Reconciliation%20as%20Realpolitik.pdf
http://staff.maxwell.syr.edu/cgerard/Fundamentals%20of%20Conflict%20Resolution/Reconciliation%20as%20Realpolitik.pdf
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/abs/10.1162/wopj.2007.24.3.8
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process differs across countries -- are there certain types of countries or political systems where policies are made in a 

different way, with different actors and different influences on policies? 

 

Week 10  Apr 1 Conflict and Cooperation- How they begin, How they resolve   Assigned reading: MM 9 

 

“ Discussion Points: This meeting will begin by defining conflict, thinking about why it happens, and discussing some general 

trends in conflict over recent centuries. Students should try to think about why states are willing to pay the costs and accept 

the risks that come with conflict; wouldn't they have been better off agreeing on the same solution that was eventually 

reached through a war, without all of the death and destruction? This section of the course will also examine scholarly 

research on the causes of conflict and war between states. Do the causes that the books discuss seem plausible as sources of 

armed conflict? What other factors or influences can you think of that might also cause states to become involved in conflict 

and war? 

 

We will start to examine possible solutions to the problem of conflict and war, beginning with political realism -- which 

argues that IR is a self-help world and states need to do whatever it takes to preserve their own security. Students should 

think about whether these types of solutions are likely to help against the various causes of war that we have discussed in the 

past two weeks -- are there certain causes that these realist solutions seem likely to be able to solve, or are these solutions 

more likely to have no effect (or even be counterproductive and cause more conflict than they solve)? 

 

After we have examined the realist approach to conflict and war, we will consider the solutions that are advocated by political 

liberalism, which are much more cooperative in nature (and, some would say, much more naive). We will start with 

international law, which has taken many forms over the past centuries. Students should try to think about which of these legal 

approaches seem most likely to be effective and which causes of war (if any) they might address best, as well as whether 

international law seems to be a better or worse overall solution than the realist ideas that we have already discussed. We will 

then consider intergovernmental organizations such as the United Nations (UN) as a path to peace. Students should be sure 

that they understand the structure of the UN system and the ways that it is intended to promote peace, as well as thinking 

about how effective this approach has been so far and what (if anything) could be done to make it more effective. We will 

conclude by examining one final liberal solution, involving the creation of "zones of peace" where conflict is unlikely. 

Students should try to think about the basic idea and the various types of zones of peace that have been attempted (or 

proposed) so far, ranging from zones of democracy (democratic peace) to peace based on development, integration, and other 

concepts. Do any of these techniques seem likely to be effective at promoting peace and preventing conflict/war, either overall 

or under certain conditions? 

            

Week 11 Apr  8  Terrorism      Assigned readings: JS 8&9, MM 8 

 

“ Discussion Points: Here we will switch from conflict between states to conflict within states (such as ethnic conflict, civil war, 

and terrorism). Students should try to think about how intrastate conflicts such as these are likely to differ from the interstate 

conflicts that we discussed previously -- do many of the same factors seem likely to be relevant, or are the causes likely to be 

completely different? 

 

Week 12 Apr 15  Classical and Modern International Political Economy     

 Assigned readings: JS 7 & 8 

 

“ Discussion Points: We move from the more conflictual side of world politics to (potentially) more cooperative areas like 

economics. We will start by examining the three leading schools of economic thought (known by various names, but generally 

liberalism, mercantilism, and Marxism). Students should try to think about which dimensions (if any) of the world economy 

each school is likely to explain best, and which (if any) each is likely to be unable to explain at all. We will then use these 

schools of thought to investigate international trade, including the question of whether or not trade is desirable at all as well 

as the followup question of whether (or how) trade should be managed to protect national interests. Students should think 

about what each of the three schools would suggest about these questions, as well as what they personally believe about trade 

(are your views closer to one of the schools, are they a mixture, or are they completely different from all three?). 
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We will also examine the relatively noncontroversial concept of interdependence, as well as the related concept of 

globalization (which has become quite controversial in recent years). Students should try to look past all the rhetoric to figure 

out exactly what globalization really is, and think about its potential benefits and costs for richer countries, poorer countries, 

multinational corporations, workers, and consumers. We as well  will attempt to understand why the global South hasn't 

caught up to the global North yet, and consider the many types of solutions that have been proposed to help Southern states 

do so. Students should try to think about what each of the schools of economic thought would suggest and why, as well as 

how effective these various solutions are likely to be. 

 

Week 13 Apr 22 Methodological Concerns      Overview on Papers. 

 Assigned readings: JS 11         

 

“ Discussion Points: Here we examine the Science part of IR Political Science- How to measure, what to measure, How to 

Model, How to interpret our results- and does any of that matter in the world of foreign policy? 

 

Week 14  May 6 Contemporary Issues in IR      PAPERS DUE.  

 Assigned readings: JS 10, MM 10 

 

“ Discussion Points: This section will consider the trend of increasing regional integration, as exemplified by the European 

Union (EU) and North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Students should try to think about why states seem to be so 

willing to create and expand such organizations, and evaluate their strengths and weaknesses (are the economic gains likely 

to be important enough to outweigh the loss of national sovereignty?)    

 

How important it is to have a strong world leader to maintain order in the international economy, and whether or not the 

leader's role can be replaced by a system of rules, norms, or institutions. Students should try to think about the role of the 

United States -- is a strong and active U.S. needed for a stable world economy, or can the same role be played by one or more 

other states or institutions if the U.S. is unable or unwilling? 

 

The final topic of the semester will also examine a number of problems that scholars and leaders see as major issues for the 

future, ranging from overpopulation to resource depletion and global warming. Students should consider how serious these 

problems are likely to be for the future, and think about what can (or should) be done right now for problems that may not 

affect many countries for many decades (if, indeed, they have any effect at all). We will also try to wrap up everything we have 

learned in the course, while looking ahead to the trends that scholars see as shaping the future of world politics. Students 

should think about how they think world politics will develop in coming years and decades -- do optimistic or pessimistic 

views seem more accurate, either overall or for certain types of countries or certain dimensions of world politics? 

 

Week 15  May 13  ---  FINAL EXAM  --- 

 

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES 
 

First class day of Spring Term       Tuesday, Jan 22nd   

Last day to drop a course without receiving a grade     Monday,  

Last day to drop or withdraw from Spring Term      Tuesday,   

Last class meeting day       Monday, May 6 
Final Grades due for graduating students      Thursday, May  

Final grades due for all students       Monday, May  

 

XII.  
A. Student Participation:  

The views of the instructor are not dogma, and are open to question and discussion. Please feel free to disagree, but be 

prepared to logically and empirically back up your argument! Please remember the basic courtesies when disagreeing with 

others in the room- Speak clearly, concisely, and do not engage in shouting matches. At the same time, if you merely sit there 

and absorb without examining the issues critically, you are missing out. The college campus is truly one of the last places in 

this country to voice your ideas in a public forum, and these issues DO affect you for the rest of your lives. 
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“ Your participation is expected, and will be a consideration on your final grade. 

 

B. Course Etiquette:  
1. Classroom Conduct ” 

 TAMUT has rules and regulations for the orderly and efficient conduct of business. It is the students responsibility to 

know the rules and regulations which govern student conduct and activities. General information on this may be 

found in the catalog, which is provided to all registered students each academic year. 

 TAMUT administers student discipline within the procedures of recognized and established due process. Please 

consult your catalog, under ‚Student Code of Conduct‛. 

 A student at the university neither loses the rights nor escapes the responsibilities of citizenship. You are expected to 

obey federal, state, and local laws as well as the Regents’ Rules, university regulations, and administrative rules. You 

are subject to discipline for violating the standards of conduct whether such conduct takes place on or off campus, 

or whether civil or criminal penalties are also imposed for such conduct. 

 

More specifically: We are all adults, at least legally. Adult behaviour is thus expected. Disrespectful language, gestures, 
shouting, insults, et cetera, is improper and will be handled through the Dean’s office, and most likely will result in a grade of 

F. 

 

a. Turn off your cell-phones. If they ring, I reserve the right to have you removed from the classroom if this turns out 

to be a persistent problem and your grade will be penalised.  

b. No hats permitted to be worn while in the classroom, nor headphones. 

c. no laptops, iPods, cameras, or other electronic devices without my express written consent. 

d. I do not care if you eat or drink, simply do so quietly and unobtrusively. 
 

In other words: I fully expect you to behave as if you are mature, reasonable, sane people.  

 

  2. Attendance - 

A. TAMUT requires "Regular and Punctual attendance". It has been my experience that poor attendance DOES result in a 

lackluster performance. Nonetheless, you are adults, so I feel no need to take attendance- Come only if you intend to learn. 

B. Verification of Enrollment: The State of Texas requires that all persons residing in the state carry an identification card, 
and: 

1) have on their person this card, and 

2) be ready to surrender it for examination to any duly constituted authority. 
For our purposes, this means I may ask for your I.D. when you turn in an examination. Not having one on you means I will not 

grade that work until I see an ID. This is not meant to belittle or insult you, but with as many students as there are just in my 

sections, getting to know all by sight is very difficult. 

 

C. Tardies: Class is scheduled to begin at 1300, thus, I will begin class at that time. There is not much leeway allowed due to 
the amount of material being covered. You are adults, you signed up for this class at this time. I will not repeat material for the 

benefit of those without the incentive to arrive promptly. If you know you will be late, please do your classmates the courtesy 

of not entering the room. Tardiness will be penalised. 

 

D. Leaving Early: Due to the amount of material being covered, leaving before class is complete will hurt your interactive 
note-taking. Moreover, doing so is an unnecessary breach of etiquette and a distraction to your colleagues. If you must leave 

early, inform me before class, or else your leaving will be treated as if a tardy and your grade will be penalised. 

 

E. WITHDRAWING FROM THIS COURSE- 

1) If you decide that you must drop the course, it is your responsibility to fill out the appropriate form in the college 

office on campus. Withdrawal from the course after the official day of record will result in a final grade of ‚W‛ on the student 
transcript and no credit will be awarded. Prior to the official day of record, it is the student’s responsibility to initiate and 

complete a request for withdrawal from any course. I do not automatically drop students. You do your own paperwork. 

2) If you stop attending class and do not fill out the drop form, you will receive an "F" in the course. 

 

XIV. Disability Accommodations: Students with disabilities may request reasonable accommodations through the A&M-

Texarkana Disability Services Office by calling 903-223-3062 

 

XIII. Academic Integrity: Academic honesty is expected of students enrolled in this course. Cheating on examinations, 

unauthorized collaboration, falsification of research data, plagiarism, and undocumented use of materials from any 
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source constitute academic dishonesty and may be grounds for a grade of ‘F’ in the course and/or disciplinary 

actions.  For additional information, see the university catalog. 

 

TAMUT is committed to a high standard of academic integrity in the academic community. In becoming a part of the academic 
community, TAMUT students are responsible for honesty and independent effort. The faculty expects from its students a high 

level of responsibility and academic honesty. Because the value of an academic degree depends upon the absolute integrity of 

the work done by the student for that degree, it is imperative that a student demonstrate a high standard of individual honor 

in his or her scholastic work. Failure to uphold these standards includes, but is not limited to, the following: cheating, 

plagiarism, collusion and/or falsifying academic records. Students suspected of academic dishonesty are subject to 

disciplinary proceedings. Plagiarism, especially from the web, from portions of papers for other classes, and from any other 

source is unacceptable and will be dealt with under the university’s policy on plagiarism (see general catalog for details). This 

course will use the resources of turnitin.com (and other resources) for searches on the web for possible plagiarism. 
 

A. Some Definitions: 

1) Cheating includes looking at or copying from another student's exam, orally communicating or receiving answers 
during an exam, having another person take an exam or complete a project or assignment, using unauthorized notes, texts, or 

other materials for an exam, and obtaining or distributing an unauthorized copy of an exam or any part of an exam. 

2) Plagiarism means passing off as his/her own the ideas or writings of another (that is, without giving proper credit by 
documenting sources). Plagiarism includes submitting a paper, report or project that someone else has prepared, in whole or 

in part. 

3) Collusion is inappropriately collaborating on assignments designed to be completed independently.  
 

These definitions are not exhaustive. 

 

B. With instructor permission only, magnetic tape audio recording devices may be used during lectures only for the 

purpose of helping students take notes. The use of such devices for any other purpose may result in loss of device use 

for remainder of semester, system charges of academic dishonesty, and administrative drop from the course. No other 

electronic devices will be allowed during class without specific written instructor approval. All lectures are copyrighted 
material and may not be disseminated without the express written consent of the instructor. 

 

When there is any scholastic dishonesty, I will assign an “F” for the course, and additional sanctions may include 

being expelled from TAMUT and the TAMU System, and punishments appropriate under  

State of Texas Criminal Code, Penal Sections  §31 and §32. 

 

XIV. Student Technical Assistance: Blackboard Helpdesk Office hours are:  Monday - Friday, 8:00a to 5:00p 
Kevin Williams (main contact) 903-223-1356 kevin.williams@tamut.edu 

Frank Miller (alternate) 903-223-3156 frank.miller@tamut.edu 

Nikki Thomson (alternate) 903-223-3083 nikki.thomson@tamut.edu 

 

 

-------�------�------�------�-------�------�--detach here --�------�------�------�------�-----�------- 

 
 

Texas A&M University at Texarkana 

contrat d’etude 

 

Name: (Print)_____________________________________________________ 

 

Student I.D.______________________________________________________ 

 
By my signature affixed, I acknowledge that I have read, understood, and will comply with all terms and conditions of this 

syllabus, including but not limited to ‘withdrawing’, ‘conduct’, and ‘scholastic honesty’, and that the explanations of the 

syllabus offered by the instructor were sufficient for comprehension of the syllabus: 

 

 

______________________________________________________, _____________________ 

(Name)                                                                                          (Date) 
(updated 31 DECEMBER 2012) 

mailto:kevin.williams@tamut.edu
mailto:frank.miller@tamut.edu
mailto:nikki.thomson@tamut.edu

